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History 

The Tennant Canal has existed for 200 years and is a major asset to the communities through 

which it passes, being an intrinsic part of the ecology of NPT. It supports and maintains the 

Internationally Important SSSI & Ramsar sites at Crymlyn Bog and Pant-y-Sais. 

 

The Canal operated commercially carrying coal & clay for over a hundred years, contributing 

significantly to the Industrial Heritage of the areas within NPT. 

Freight haulage ceased in 1930’s and the only source of income was supply of water to BP plants at 

Llandarcy and Baglan, then later the Calon Energy plant in Baglan. 

With the closure of Calon Power Station in March 2021 all commercial business has now ceased. 

 

The issue 

The Canal was fed with water from the confluence of the Rivers Neath & Dulais, from a channel a 

few yards upstream of the existing weir – built in 1751. This was utilised in order to maintain a head 

of water and allow feed into the Canal at Aberdulais. 

 

This functioned without issue until The Environment Agency (Wales) installed a fish pass in the weir 

for migratory fish. This work involved cutting through the weir and appears to have resulted in 

weakness and damage to it, and in 2015 a section of it at the point of connection to the fish pass 

was washed away.  

 

Since that time no water has entered the canal by the designed means. 

 

The Implications 

With no water supply from the rivers the Canal water level drops dramatically in dry periods, 

exposing the banks, impacting wildlife, and resulting in rapid deterioration of the Canal. 

From the time the weir was breached until March 2021 the water was maintained by the use of 

pumps, extracting water from the rivers. The pumping was funded by the sale of water to Calon 

Energy. Following the closure of the energy plant pumping ceased, and the pumps were removed.  

 

The Canal owners have no commercial business to support the cost of further pumping. 

 

Failure to resolve the water supply will result in long-term damage if not a total failure of the canal, 

which is a very significant asset, and one which needs protection. 

This Canal proves very real benefits to the local people, and the benefits to physical and mental 

health due to walking, kayaking etc. are well documented. 

The canal also includes CADW grade II listed structures, all of which are part of NPT heritage that 

must not be lost. 

 


